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LOGGING DEFINITIONS - PROCESS
Cable Yarding – A system of yarding where cables are used to move trees or logs from 
the area where they are felled to the set (landing, deck). The trees or logs may be either 
dragged across the ground on the cable or carried while suspended from the cable.

Chipping – This machine converts felled trees into wood chips 
and discharges the chips into a van trailer for transport to the 
mill. The operator remains in an enclosed cab while operating the 
machine.

Choker skidding –This machine also transports felled trees by dragging across the 
ground, from the stump to the set (ramp, landing) or can serve as a pre-bunching machine 
for a forwarder or grapple skidder. This operator must dismount this machine to “choke” 
one end of the tree with a sling or chain. The operator then remounts and winches the 
choker line in to tighten the sling and pick up the tree end. The machine then drags the 
tree to the landing.

Debarking– Removing the bark from a tree.

Forwarding – The yarding of trees or logs by carting or hauling. The operator remains in 
an enclosed cab while operating the machine.

Grapple skidding – The grapple arm of this machine picks up one end of a felled tree or 
trees and transports them, by dragging across the ground, from the place where they are 
felled (stump) to the set (ramp, landing). The operator remains in an enclosed cab while 
operating the machine.

Loading – Picking up yarded trees or logs and placing them on trucks or trailers to be 
hauled from the work site.

Machine bucking – Cutting felled trees into logs, sections or bolts with a slasher, stroke 
delimber, mechanical harvester, tree processor or other machine where the operator is 
protected from falling trees, falling or flying limbs and other debris by a cab enclosure. 
This includes operations where the bucking is managed from the cab of a loader machine.

Machine felling – Cutting down trees with a feller-
buncher, tree shear, mechanical harvester, single-grip 
harvester or other machine where the operator is protected 
from falling trees, falling or flying limbs and other debris by 
a cab enclosure.
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Machine trimming – Cutting branches and tops off felled trees with a pull through 
delimber, stroke delimber, limb/gate, mechanical harvester, tree processor, single-grip 
harvester or other machine where the operator is protected from falling trees, falling 
or flying limbs and other debris by a cab enclosure. This includes operations where the 
trimming is managed from the cab of a loader machine.

Saw bucking – Cutting felled trees into logs, sections or bolts with a 
chain saw.

Saw felling – Cutting down trees with a chain saw.

Saw trimming – Cutting branches and tops off felled trees with a chain saw. This 
includes trimming trees at the stump, at the set (deck, landing) and trimming of trees or 
logs after they have been loaded onto a truck or trailer.

Skidding – The yarding of trees or logs by pulling or towing them across the ground.

Tree length – This indicates trees are delivered without bucking or cutting into logs, 
sections or bolts. Trees are felled, branches are cut off and tops are cut off. In some areas, 
Tree length means the whole tree with limbs and tops, particularly when the whole tree is 
yarded, then trimmed and bucked at the landing. For these purposes, Tree length should 
be used to indicate that no bucking is performed before loading and hauling.

Loading Tree - length on a Thinning Job

Yarding – The movement of trees or logs from the place 
they are felled to a landing. When yarding is performed after 
trimming and bucking, the wood is said to be yarded at Log 
length.


